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Presidents
Report
November 2022
Moving into the month of November, there have been a few warm sunny days to get a little more inspired
to travel, and get out into the great outdoors. The year again has moved quite quickly and yes, it’s Christmas
only next month. A few good trips coming up between now and the end of the year and hopefully we will
see some new trips planned for the new year to enjoy the summer time. Our new committee members have
been settling into our new roles and I thank them all, new and not so new for the team support.
The club Christmas party is at the end of this month and Mysteire has been instrumental in organising the
day for events and festivities. At this stage, Mysteire has organised helpers with the activities and will always
be appreciative of any help that may be needed on the day to ensure everything goes to plan.
At our recent club committee meeting, Ken and Yvonne reported that the creek at the lease is running normal and no rise in depth. Obviously subject to any other rain we may expect before the Christmas party but
forecast for access is good. The area near the Café is still quite soft and not suitable for vehicles to drive or
park. A reminder too that if after using the gas BBQ’s that the BBQ plates are cleaned and gas cylinders
turned off. The Guidelines for Use of Lease were in the October edition of the magazine. Ken has also
started a roster for Lease Maintenance for 2023, so is looking to fill the roster for each month.
Due to unavailability of Driver Training team members, only stage 2 will be finalised this year. We are looking to encourage a few of you to come on board the DTU team to help out and also to increase your own
skills, and passing them on to other members. We are also looking for a new DTU team leader. We will try to
fill this position in the new year and re commence Stage 1 and 2.
There is an upcoming Trip Leaders training day being organised by the 4wd Association in February next
year, so hoping a few of our members will be able to attend. Depending on restriction of numbers, it would
be beneficial for as many members we can get to be involved. As the club depends on our members to run
trips, you are all potential Trip Leaders so you can benefit from this. Jacky will let us know more about it as
more information is forwarded to her closer to the date.
And finally, a quote for campers and travellers, ‘Of all the paths you take in life, make sure a few of them are
dirt.’
Thanks,
Pete Robinson.
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This months magazine is leading up to Christmas, and all the festivities
organised at the lease on the 26th of November by Mysteire and all the
volunteers. Please contact Mysteire if you are wanting to attend or help out.
December will be our last meeting of the year and will have a break with no
meetings in January, as hopefully everyone will be sharing festivities with family
and friends.

As mentioned by our President Pete at a previous meeting, a member survey
was produced, and paper hard distributed at the last meeting. Thank you to all
those who participated and have completed already.
Glen our secretary has been tweaking the member survey to enable the link to
be placed on the website and on the member Facebook page. For those unable
to attend the meetings, if you haven’t already could you please complete.
Here is the link CC4WDC 2022 Member Survey
This is a chance for your ideas and constructive comments, to play a role in the
activities planned for the coming months, and what interests you within the club.
This survey has been shared with other clubs in the Hunter area who would like
to use or adapt for their clubs members, although results from our survey will be
provided to our members only after collation.
Jack
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From the editor

Greetings once again to all fellow 4W Drivers and club members.
Attempt number two went a little smoother than the first magazine, hopefully every
magazine will be a small improvement on the previous one. Please see the reports
from our president and vice president as they include a lot of information.
Don’t forget to RSVP and pay for the Christmas party as it is less than 4 weeks away.
See the poster in this edition. Please also offer assistance if you are able to transport
any of the equipment to the lease and back. Hopefully the weather will be good to us.
Included in this issue are some important fire safety articles which are always relevant
when we are on the road. On the topic of fires some club members went to the effort
of moving the firepit at the lease for enhanced usability.
There have been a few Facebook posts from members sharing their adventures with
us, including a Cape York and Tasmania trip. This months magazine also includes a very
detailed Settlers Road trip report.
There are currently at least four great activities planned over the December holiday
period for anyone fortunate enough to have time off, come along and join the fun.
Happy reading and safe travels,
Sean
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Next General Meeting
November 10th, 2022 at 8pm

The Entrance Leagues Club
3 Bay Village Road Bateau Bay

Or you can attend by Zoom if you wish!
Zoom meetings are free and you can join from your computer, phone, IPad or other tablet.

If you are joining by phone you will need to get the Zoom app before you can join a Zoom
meeting.
• For iPhone or iPad, go to the App Store.
• For other phones or tablets, go to the Google Play Store
The app you need is called “Zoom Cloud Meetings“
Once you have the app, click on the meeting link below to join a meeting.
If you are joining from your computer, you can just click on the meeting link below and follow the
instructions on your screen

Click here to join
Zoom etiquette : Please remember to remain on mute unless you are the
6
one speaking

Central Coast 4WD Club
General Meeting
THURSDAY OCTOBER 13, 2022 - THE ENTRANCE LEAGUES CLUB & ZOOM

Start time:

8:03 pm

Attendees:

As per attached attendance record

Apologies:
Visitors:

Helen and John Smythe, Alan and Beyrle Howard, Dave and Michelle
Edwards, Faye and TC, Bev Douglas, Kelly Family
As per attached attendance record

Minutes of the previous meeting:
Motion:
That the minutes for the General Meeting held on (8/9/22) as published in the
magazine be accepted
Moved: Ken McDonald

Seconded: Bev Fort Action: Carried

Secretary’s Report:

Glenn Turnbull

Correspondence, emails received (insert dates) as tabled. We note this table is updated after
the meeting for all those who read the magazine

From

Subject

Response

Mari Metzke

Convict Trail Project (CTP)
Newsletter

N/A

hunter@4wdnow.com

HRFWDC Minutes & Oct
Meeting

No response required Forwarded onto Jack

hunter@4wdnow.com

Key points from the Hunter No response required Clubs Committee camp
forwarded onto Jack
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hunter@4wdnow.com

Key points from the Hunter
Clubs Committee camp

No response required
- forwarded onto Jack

Scott Perse
<scottperse@hotmail.com>

New Membership

Replied with the
membership info Scott
was after

hunter@4wdnow.com

Barrington Tops Scotch Broom
removal events

No response needed –
forwarded onto Lachy

CCIANSW
lauren.rogers@cciansw.com.au

Applications Open - 2023
Newcastle Expo & 2023
Supershow

No response required

Sue O’Conner

A message about Level of
Experience Required

Replied with
information regarding
DTU stage 1 and 2
and letting Sue know
that no experience is
required to join our
club.

Steven Shaw

Purchasing a 4WD

**Steven was after
some advice on
purchasing a 4wd i.e.
what type of vehicle
he should buy.
I let Steven know that
it’s a complicated
topic and advised him
to come to a general
meeting and have a
chat to some of our
members.

Hard copy correspondence:

N/A

Outward correspondence:
N/A
Motion: That the inwards and outwards correspondence that will be presented in the magazine
be accepted.
Moved:

Jack Robinson

Treasurer's Report:

Seconded: Lisa Good

Action: Carried

Michelle Edwards

N/A – Michelle was not at the meeting.
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Membership Officer Report:

Libby Finemore

New Members:
Full name

What car they drive

Darren and Fiona Ricket

Hilux

Paul, Ursula, Ciara White
Sean and Sue O’Conner
Justin Williams

Membership presentations:
(5/10/15 etc years memberships)
N/A

Vice Presidents Report:

Jack Robinson

N/A

Editor's Report:

Sean Du Toit

N/A

Assistant Treasurer's Report:

Alison Wallace

Alison presented the following report at the General Meeting to be captured in the meeting
minutes and printed in the monthly magazine:

CC4WD CLUB TREASURERS REPORT -for Oct General
DATE:
30/9/2022
BALANCE SHEET
Investment Term Deposit
Undeposited Funds
Cheque account:
NET POSITION

$10,352.95
$26,497.88

$36,574.87
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Income :
Fun Fines
Donations
Raffle
Advertising
Membership
Merchandise
Miscellaneous
Christmas Party
Social Event
Interest

$44.20
$100.00
$660.00
$180.00

$0.64

TOTAL INCOME

$984.84

Expenses:

DTU
Miscellaneous
Services NSW Tier 2 and auditor gift
Bank Charges
MYOB
Monthly meeting
Lease
Donations
Advertising
Club affiliation
Membership
Merchandise
Raffle
Christmas Party
Social Event
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET PROFIT

$153.22
$34.56
$60.00
$233.00

$66.00
$162.10

$708.88
$275.96

Motion: That the Treasurer's report as presented at the meeting and reported above will be
accepted.
Moved: Jack Robinson

Seconded: Bev Fort

Action: Carried
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Bills for payment:
BILLS FOR PAYMENT
TO

FOR

Pete Glendinning *

fuel and flowers

Express First Aid

snake bite kits x 5 $231.00

Onya

merchandise

$70.80

Trophy World

badges

$33.00

Irwins

fuel

$27.89

Joyce

raffle

$77.00

Libby

container for stuff $13.55

TOTAL BILLS

$237.47

$690.71

OUTSTANDING INVOICES:
The Edge

$770.00

Motion: That the Bills of payment as presented at the meeting and reported above will be
accepted.
Moved: Jack Robinson

Lease Managers Report:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Yvonne McDonald

Action: Carried

Ken McDonald

Lease is very wet
• Warning – keep vehicles away from the front of the canteen, it’s very muddy
95% of canteen floor has been laid
Fire pit is back in the origin position, on higher ground
Wood is dry and shed is ¾ full
Lights are going ok
With recent rains the creek come up a little but the lease was still accessible
Everyone is welcome – please come and use it

DTU Report:
●
●

Seconded:

David Edwards

Tappy handed out stage 1 and 2 certificates to those members attending the meeting
David was away on a trip
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Merchandise Report:
●
●

Sean Du Toit & Mysteire Egan

Plenty of stickers
Orders taken at a meeting are arriving before the next

Raffles:

Joyce Hollins

Quarter Master Report:

Peter Glendinning

Following prizes are available tonight:
● Kmart gift card
● House Fragrence
● Collapsible bucket
● Wine glass
● Drink bottle and a cooling towel

●
●

Gear is there to lend out - see list in the magazine
There’s a folder of 4x4 magazines at the table of the general meeting – new members
are free to peruse to get trip ideas.

Public Relations:

David Edwards

NSW/ACT Association:

Jack Robinson

N/A – Dave was not at the meeting.

•

Hunter region social camp @ Casuarina
o 4 of 7 clubs attended the trip
o Discussed how our club and other clubs grades their trips
▪ All clubs use something different - some colour coded, letters and
other’s use numbers
▪ Looking at combining these to have a universal grade between the
clubs
o Sharing trips if we don’t have a full complement to get more attendees
o Trip leader training – creating a program a to train trip leader training
• Trip leader training weekend – 11th Feb 2023
o Please attend if you are hoping to put on a trip
o Open to everyone of all levels
o For more information, please refer to the article in the October magazine
which outlines the weekend in more detail

Social Activities:
N/A
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General Business:
●

Mysteire
○ Christmas party
■ Need gazebos, pools taken up to the lease – please lend a hand if you
can. I.e. take it to the lease and bring it back to Pete’s house – please
contact Mysteire
■ When packing up, please take a bag of rubbish with you
■ Roughly 50 people have RSVP ‘d please remember the cut off is 6th of
November for RSVP
■ Article in the mag if you need further information
■ Can the club provide a budget for catering and gear? To be discussed
at the next committee meeting
■ Lisa – would like a budget for kids craft
● Please pack an extra table for meals and craft

●

Jack Robinson
○ Survey – hard copy handed out to meeting participants and an online survey
will be available on the private facebook group / email soon.
○ Jackie presented Ken with a new first aid kit for the lease which also
contained a snake bit kit
■ The kit was donated by Sue who runs the first aid course
■ Please let Ken / Yvonne know if anything is used from the kit so that it
can be replaced

●

Alison Wallace:
○ Raised a motion that Alan Both and Cheri Pandich no longer have access (and
are removed as signatories) to the Term Deposit held by CC4WDClub, BSB
082620, Acc 76-896-9644 and that the following people are added as
signatories and given access to electronic and manual banking for the same
term deposit account:
■ Michelle Edwards
■ Alison Wallace
■ Peter Robinson
Moved: Bev Fort Seconded: Yvonne McDonald Action: Carried

Items for Sale:
●

Bev Fort
o 2.5m Sun seeker awning – very used but free to good home. If interested,
please reach out to Bev to arrange pick up

Trip Masters Report:
•

Lachy Thomas

Settlers Road Trip
o One more spot – see Ray
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Trip Reports:
•

Wisemans ferry trip: (Scott Horne)
o Started at the southern side of the ferry @ 9am
o 3 cars attended
o Stopped to view the aboriginal rock carvings
o Trip ended at Webs Creak due to road closures
o All caravan parks along the Hawkesbury were under water

Upcoming Trips:
●
●
●
●
●
●

New Members trip
o Moved to Sunday 15th of January due to bad weather
November Mystery Trip
o C Grade – See Lachy
▪ Tent trip only
Christmas Party - 26th November – see Mysteire for details
Brooms Head 4th – 8th December
o Contact Ken and Yvonne McDonald
Western Wollemi 30th Nov – 4th Dec
o Contact John and Helen Smyth
Victorian High Country 28th Dec – 6th Jan
o See Dave Edwards
o Dave is doing a rec trip October / November to scope out track conditions

Piston Broke Trophy:

Tappy: Needing a tow back from Cape York

Legend of the Month:
•

Jack for providing phone support to assist a bogged new member - well done Jack!

Fun Fines:
-

No Badge:
o Jack
o Alison
Bogged:
o Dawn
o Ken

Final Notes:
●
●

The next Committee meeting will be held on 24/10/22 7pm @ The Entrance Leagues
Club. Contact Pete Robinson for details - all welcome to attend.
The next General Meeting will be held on 10/11/22 at the Entrance Leagues Club and on
Zoom.

Meeting closed at 9:00pm
Minutes by Glenn Turnbull
President Pete Robinson
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Club night October 13th

DTU Stage I presentation

DTU Stage II presentation

Scott Horne giving a verbal report on Rays Wisemans Ferry trip
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Goes to

Jackie Robinson
Jack gave some very helpful telephone advice to Dawn Smit and Andy
when they were stuck on a recent private trip.
See the Facebook post dated 6th October from Dawn.
Read the story here
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Goes to

Shane Tapscott (Tappy)

He broke his “Norma Jean “ and needed
some assistance to get her back home.
I have inserted his account of events below (Thanks Tappy)
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Travelling up the Toowoomba Ranges, the gearbox and water temperature starting to become hot… after
doing all the usual checks (checking and topping up the transmission fluid and radiator), the Monaro was ok
driving the local Toowoomba roads to and from all of the Monaro Nationals events. After the Monaro Nationals, I began the road trip towards meeting up with Jane and Steve from the 4wd club to begin the journey to
Cape York.
After meeting up with them at Wyper Scout Camp for the night, the water issues began. The gearbox was not
as happy as it usually was, and by Camilla Beach Campgrounds, the water problem seemed to be ok… I
thought I’d detour to Mackay for a transmission flush for peace of mind, while Jane and Steve headed on to
Balgal Beach to meet Greg and Bev. Getting the local Mackay mechanic to also check the cooling system.
After the radiator had been flushed, thermostat checked and gearbox serviced, I was ready to head up to
meet the others, that’s until the water pressure blows the cap off the overflow bottle, about 15km outside
Ayr. After an hour cool down, water top-up at a local roadhouse, I headed towards Ayr for the night to see
another mechanic in the morning.
After the second radiator and cooling system service in two days, the mechanic replaced the thermostat,
changed the radiator cap and did a reverse flush on the advice from Norma Jean’s builder, Adam from John
Dale Motors, whom I cannot recommend highly enough for his willingness to assist after hours over 7000km
away.
Thinking all was fixed, I again headed towards meeting Jane, Steve, Greg and Bev at Balgal Beach. No more
then 10-15 kms away from the last mechanics workshop, the water pressure again blows the overflow cap off
(never to be seen again) and this time blows the hose and cracked the actual bottle to pieces.

Luckily, I saw the welcoming blue United service station sign in the distance and decided to limp Norma Jean
to the car park (thinking food, water and shelter as the next stop would have been near Townsville about
100km away). Funny coincidence, an oversized empty truck driver (Neville), was stopping in to buy some cigarettes, yet did he know how a sarcastic comment from me, “you wouldn’t have an empty backload space for
a bloke and his Monaro, with some old-fashioned cash economy” save the day. So, 2 days later and $200,
Norma Jean was in Caboolture.
With some amazing hospitality from the Queensland HKTG club members (Karen and Des, who put me up for
the night, with Des just happening to be a retired mechanic) fixing the water cooling issues, replacing and
installing everything ensuring I was able to drive Norma Jean back home.

Although I felt really bad having to leave Jane, Steve, Greg and Bev it’s lucky that I did not push on, as last
Monday, the gearbox gave in and I no longer have 1st and 2nd gears in the automatic gearbox. I find out the
next steps towards preparing her hopefully for the Summernats in January in the next few days…
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CC4WDC Rep Association Report
November 2022
Two pieces of news for this month is the development of a new Trip Leaders training weekend, which was an outcome of the Hunter Region, Delegate and Committee social held in the Watagans recently.
There will be pending discussion amongst clubs regarding the content of this training, with Lachy Thomas and Dave Edwards putting their hand up to be involved
from our club.
The Association is also running a Driver Awareness Facilitators (DAF)
Workshop, being held on the 5th of November at Goulburn Soldiers Club. For
those currently involved in driver awareness or would like to be, or this discussion
please speak with Dave Edwards.
A rough agenda will include:
•

D.A.F.s sign in, introductions

•

4WD Presentation, with a focus on how to deliver, and how to engage with
your club members regarding the presentation.

•

Hierarchy of Recovery – an in-depth look.

•

Connecting and sharing information with other DAF’s and D.T.U.

•

New products, vehicles discussion.

•

Questions and open discussion.

•

Est finish pm.

The next Quarterly Association meeting will be occurring on Saturday 19th
November in Liverpool to which Jane and myself will be attending via Zoom.
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CC4WDC
Saturday 26th
November

Special events

Every one welcome Please
RSVP by November 6th

•

Flying fox

•

Waterslide

•

Water activities

•

Special guest appearance

•

Fully catered lunch

•

Evening nibbles and dessert

•

Kids crafts and games

RSVP to Mysteire 0478-663-819 or respond to
the Facebook post here
To reduce waste this year we are asking
members to please use their own plates,
cutlery and cups.
Children of club members will have gifts
provided.
Please pay your $15 per adult with your
name and Xmas as a reference.
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Date

Event

Class Contact

5-6 November

November Mystery Trip

10 November

October General Meeting

Social

19-20 November

DTU Stage 2—We-Leas-er

C

Dave Edwards

0418 605 445

6 vehicles

26 November

Club Christmas Party - RSVP
by 6th November We-leas-er

Social

Mysteire Egan

0478 663 819

!!Volunteers
needed!!

30 Nov—4 Dec

Western Wollemi

C/D

John & Helen
Smyth

John 0429 700 509
Helen 0484 229 861

10 vehicles

3—4 December

Newnes Plateau

D

Bob Montgomery

0490 926649

6 Vehicles

4—8 December

Brooms Head Trip

D

Ken & Yvonne
McDonald

4358 1357
0423 411 830

10 vehicles

28 Dec—6 Jan

Victorian High Country

B/C

Dave Edwards

0418 605 445

No Limit

C

Lachlan Thomas

Telephone
0403 083 191

Limit
8 vehicles
All welcome
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November Mystery Trip
Saturday 5th – Sunday 6th November
Trip Leader:

Lachlan Thomas 0403 083 191

Where:

New South Wales

Meet:

9am Denison Street Carpark, Gloucester

Trip Class:

C – This trip is not trailer friendly.

Limit:

8 vehicles

Bring:

Food, water, recovery gear, cool weather camping gear, swimmer, sense
of humour

Minimum
Requirements:

All terrain tyres, Stage 1 DTU, full tank of fuel

After meeting in Gloucester we'll head off for a weekend exploring the surrounding areas.
Exact details will be disclosed at trip meeting point on the day.
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Western
Wollemi
November 30 – December 4, 2022
Trip Leaders:

John and Helen Smyth

Contact:

John (0429 700 509) or Helen (0484 229 861)

Date:

November 30 – December 4 (Wednesday to Sunday), 2022

Grade:

C-D

Vehicle Limit:

10

Meeting Time/Place: 1.00 pm at Rylstone on Wed Nov 30 [at the Recreation Ground opposite Rylstone Hotel]
Cost:

The camping fee is $6 per adult and $3.50 per child, per night.

What to Bring:

Camping gear, drinking water, shower (if desired), kayaks (if possible), sturdy walking
shoes, swimming togs. [Pit toilets are provided]

Information:
After leaving Rylstone we drive to Dunn’s Swamp (about 25km) to camp for four nights, before returning home
on Sunday via a 4WD track to the Cox’s Gap road where the trip will terminate, and drivers return home.
Tent camping will allow you to camp near the water, but you must park away from your vehicle.
Caravan or camper-van parking is about 100m from the water. The last 10km of the access road to the
campground is dirt and often very rough.
Activities include bushwalking, swimming and kayaking in/on the beautiful water reservoir (on the Cudgegong
River), rock climbing, Finska, fishing (fishing licence required) and a half day excursion to Ferntree Gully (rain forest).
The 4WD portion of this trip (only 20km) takes us into the north-western corner of Wollemi National Park, on a
rarely traversed track, over Nullo Mountain, via private roads at each end. A scenic drive through the Widden
valley brings us back on to the Cox’s Gap road, then via Denman for the trip home.
I propose three alternatives:
Tent Campers -- Return via Nullo Mt. on Sunday as indicated above,

(ii) Caravanners -- drive this track, in your 4WD vehicle only; then return via Bylong to Dunn’s Swamp, to return home, with caravan, via the sealed roads.
(iii) Omit the 4WD section and travel home on the Sunday or Monday.
## If it rains, the third option is the only one, as the track is available in fine weather only.
### Those who have only the weekend available may wish to join us at Dunn’s Swamp on the Friday evening.
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Newnes Plateau
Trip Leader:

Bob Montgomery

Contact:

0490 926649

When:

Saturday 3rd to Sunday 4th December

Meet:

9:30am Zig Zag Railway, Clarence.

Time:

9:30am Saturday 3rd December

Grade:

D

Limit:

6 vehicles - Not suitable for trailers or caravans

Bring:

Camping gear, basic recovery gear, full tank of fuel, food & water,
bag of wood, torch.

Trip Details:
Saturday evenings camp is at Newnes campground, please bring a bag of firewood.
Campground will need booking, https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/camping-andaccommodation/campgrounds/newnes-campground
Sunday morning is a bushwalk from camp to explore the shale mining ruins at Newnes, this
is an amazing look at man’s ingenuity and tenacity.

Minimum Requirement:
Stage 1 driver training or equivalent, good all terrain tyres, functioning UHF radio.
Out the back of the Zig Zag railway, the Newnes Plateau is a renowned 4x4 playground, this
trip is going to be an easy tour of the Newnes Plateau ideal for newer drivers, we'll be
visiting The Lost City, the glow worm tunnel (bring a torch), Aboriginal art.

26

BROOMS HEAD TRIP
Trip Leaders:

Ken and Yvonne McDonald

Contact:

4358 1357 or 0423 411 830

When:

Sunday 4th December to Thursday 8th December

Meet:

Hungry Jacks, Heatherbrae

Time:

10am Sunday 4th December

Grade:

D

Limit:

10 vehicles

Bring:

Fishing gear, swimmers rock hopping shoes, canoes

Trip Details:
Drive to Coopernook Forest Park, Coopernook State Forest, Juhles Mountain Rd. Free camping with toilets available. Estimated arrival about 2pm (200Km)

10am Monday 5th, move to Brooms Head Caravan Park, Ocean Rd Brooms Head - sites located at Northern end of park on left immediately after crossing bridge over lagoon outlet.
Suggest park at site and walk up to office as limited parking available at Office. Estimated
arrival about 2.30pm (275 km). Book for powered or unpowered sites. A deposit will be required at time of booking. Please advise us when you have booked and which site you are
on.
Brooms Head Caravan Park 02 6646 7144
Stay 3 nights at Brooms Head. Mon 5th Tues 6th Weds 7th.
Local trips envisaged around Brooms Head, Yamba and Sandon River.
10am Thursday 8th move back to Coopernook Hotel free camp for overnight stay or continue home.
Whilst travelling Comfort stops and Fuel stops to be advised. There will be a stop at Maclean IGA for supplies and fuel.
It is estimated that we will travel about 475ks to Brooms Head.
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VICTORIAN HIGH COUNTRY TRIP
28 December 2022 – 6 January 2023
Base camp at Talbotville - Camper trailer and caravan friendly

All Club members welcome including children. No limit.
Organisers: Dave & Michelle Edwards

Talbotville is a large flat, FREE camping area on the Crooked River with some shady trees.
Talbotville is accessed via McMillans Rd from Dargo High Plains Road.

Dargo High Plains Road from Bright is currently closed for roadwork and scheduled to reopen
23 December but still open and accessible from the south via Bairnsdale.
We will advise the road status as the time gets closer and information is available.
We will be doing day trips to iconic tracks such as Blue Rag and Billy Goats, as well as an overnight trip to
the Wonnangatta Valley. If you are interested in the overnight trip you will need to bring a tent and gear for
an overnight car camp as we won’t be taking trailers into the Wonnangatta Valley.
Dargo has the closest supplies with a pub, fuel and basic food about 30km away. Alternatively, Omeo is
the closest town with a supermarket and is a few hours from Talbotville. However, you will need to be
self-sufficient for food and drinking water.

Rated Class C with possibility of Class B depending on weather and conditions
Essential Requirements:

•

Roadworthy vehicle with cooling system and brakes in excellent condition

•

2-inch suspension lift recommended

•

All terrain tyres, light truck rated with a minimum of 50% tread.

•

Front and rear rated recovery points

•

Recovery gear

•

Snorkel highly recommended due to the multiple water crossings.

Expressions of interest from volunteers to run trips.
More details will follow next month.

Contact: Dave Edwards on 0418605445 for more information or to register
your interest.
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How to run a club trip the easy
way!
•

•

•
•
•

Phone any club member that has run a trip previously, they’ll love helping
you
Look at trip reports and trip notices in old magazines for ideas
Watch YouTube videos about four wheel drive trips
Look at other 4WD club websites
Look at the list of previous club trips on the following page for inspiration

The club website has lots of information
about how to lead a great trip.
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TRIP BOOK-IN PROCEDURE—Please familiarise yourself with these
procedures to avoid any frustration
1.

You must personally book in

2. If you book in early you must confirm that you still intend going no later than two
weeks before the trip. If you do not confirm, your position will be re-allocated
3. If you are unable to attend please notify the trip leader as soon as possible so that
someone else has the opportunity to fill the position

4. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to contact the trip leader the night before the trip. This
will enable you to confirm your attendance, and also check that the trip hasn’t been affected by weather conditions

TRIP CLASSIFICATION CODES
A. This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult. Participants will have to be
experienced at travelling over difficult terrain. An amount of winching and/or towing will
almost definitely be required. Participants will be required to bring along basic recovery
equipment. The trip leader will have the right to reject a request to go from someone who
is considered under experienced
B. This class of trip is considered to be a moderate to difficult trip. An amount of winching and/or towing will almost certainly be required. Under extreme weather conditions,
this trip could develop into a class A trip
C. This class of trip is considered to be a moderate trip. Various sections of this trip will
require cautious driving in order to negotiate your way. In most circumstances winching
and/or towing will not be necessary
D. This class of trip is considered to be a relatively easy trip. It is unlikely that any
winching and/or towing will be required
E. This class of trip is considered to be very easy. Little or no four wheel driving will be
required and these trips usually consist of easy to reach base camps, scenic tours, social
events, etc.
IMPORTANT NOTE: ALL B AND C TRIPS YOUR VEHICLE MUST BE ABLE TO ENGAGE LOW RANGE. These classifications codes are A GUIDE ONLY. The code designated to a trip can change from the time of designation to the actual time of the trip. Although every attempt is made to ensure that an accurate class is given to each trip, members should be sure for themselves that they are capable of handling the type of trip they
have chosen. If in doubt consult the trip leader, and they will advise you whether you and
your vehicle are suitable.
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Convoy Procedure

•

Trip leaders to remind all drivers about convoy procedure before moving off

•

Trip leaders to check that everyone on the trip has enough water, fuel, recovery gear and food

•

Trip leaders to inform all participants of the radio channel (and alternate radio channel in the event of too
much interference on the first channel) to be used and ensure everyone can hear them before moving off

•

The trip leader will appoint a “Tail End Charlie” who always travels at the back of the convoy. Their job is to
acknowledge and confirm all communication from the trip leader and ensure all vehicles are on the road
whenever setting off

•

Trip leaders to let Tail End Charlie know the state of any gates (whether open or closed) and Tail End Charlie must leave them in the same state they were found in

•

Trip leaders to advise all participants of upcoming turns/hazards etc and make sure the Tail End Charlie has
acknowledged any communication

•

Do not drive in a manner or at a speed that could endanger yourself or any another participant

•

If driving through steep or hazardous terrain always ensure the vehicle in front has passed through the hazard/steep section before you proceed and pay particular attention to the vehicle behind you, to ensure
they’ve safely navigated the hazard

•

Make sure you maintain visual contact with the vehicle behind you. At intersections, stop and wait until the
driver behind acknowledges they’ve seen the turn

•

If you need to leave the convoy, you must let the trip leader know

•

If the convoy gets too spread out, the trip leader can appoint someone to be a relay between the trip leader and Tail End Charlie

•

If a recovery is necessary, the trip leader will take control and delegate if necessary. If you’re not directly
involved, make sure you stay well away from the recovery

•

When in convoy, stay in your designated position. Eg: 4th car in the convoy. Do not overtake the vehicle in
front without their permission

•

Do not reverse or drive in the opposite direction to other vehicles in the convoy

•

Always drive with headlights on

•

Although the preferred communication is by radio, if you can’t contact other drivers via radio, you should
flash your headlights

•

Using radios to communicate doesn’t replace the need for convoy procedures to keep everyone safe and
on the right track
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Trip Notices
What to include in a Trip Notice
First of all, a big thanks to you for running a trip! We appreciate that there is a lot of planning
and thought which goes in to leading a trip.
When you are writing up your trip report to be advertised in the magazine, please include the
following details:

Trip Leader:

Name and contact details

Where to meet:

Include as much detail as possible including the time

The location of the trip:
The Grade of the trip:

Please refer to the Trip Classification codes

Vehicle limit:

the maximum number of vehicles permitted on the trip

What to bring:

Please be detailed here eg: food and water requirements, a bag of
firewood, full tank of fuel, recovery gear, swimmers

Minimum requirements:

Eg: must have completed stage 1 or 2 driver awareness, snorkel,
recovery points, working UHF radio, winch

Costs:

Please note here if there are any costs involved. Eg: camping fees,
museum or entry fees, booking fees, meals, accommodation etc

Please then write a summary of the trip so people know whether the trip would be suitable for
them. Include where you’ll be heading, where’ll you camp/stay, any highlights/points of interest
along the way, then conclude with how, when and where the trip will finish up.

Another fantastic addition to any trip notice are some photos you have taken on previous trips
to showcase some of the highlights of the trip. Please do not leave this up to the editor to include any photos.

Once you have all the details in your trip notice, please email in Word or Publisher format to
tripmaster@cc4wdc.org.au so the Trip Master can log the trip AND to editor@cc4wdc.org.au
so it can be included in the next magazine.
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Trip Reports
There are written and verbal trip reports for each Club
trip undertaken. At the beginning of each trip, the Trip
Leader will request a volunteer for the written and verbal
reports. Usually, the last person to turn up to the
meeting place is assigned the coveted job of writing the
trip report for the magazine.

How to submit a trip report:


Take notes as you travel and take lots of photos along the way



When you get home, type up your report in Word or Publisher (we use Publisher to compile the magazine) and include your photos in the document.



If you prefer to send your photos separately, please label your photos with the location and
names of people etc.



Please upload your photos to Google Drive, OneDrive, DropBox or a similar file sharing service and email the link with your Word or Publisher document to editor@cc4wdc.org.au.



You can always refer to past magazines for examples of how a trip report is presented.

If you have any questions at all, please email the Editor at editor@cc4wdc.org.au
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The UnSettling Settlers Road (Saturday 15-Oct-2022)
Joining us for this trek were club members:●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Ray Kaltenbacher (Trip Leader) – Toyota Prado
Anthony Gavin – Toyota Landcruiser
Scott Horn – Toyota Landcruiser
Cherrie Pandich – Toyota Prado
Chris Mitchell – Toyota Prado
Eve Lemming – Toyota Fortuna
Nigel Cupit & Mel Tizland – Mitsubishi Pajero

Guests who tagged along for some fun were:●

Steve, Annie & Jackson Vandertouw (+friend Sergi) – Nissan Navara

We all gathered at Slack’s Park, Wollombi for the trip briefing from Ray at 8:30am. On arriving at Wollombi, we
all noted the damage from the recent flood noting flood heights from material in trees. Washed away caravan
on the side of the road and the pub is still operating from a portable cool room parked on the road out-front.
However, for today’s trip the sun was out and we were all looking forward to getting into the wilderness of
Yengo National Park.

Before the trip got underway, Eve was concerned about a smell coming from under her bonnet. After
unlatching the bonnet, it was noted that something had built quite a nest beside the engine block, then all of a
sudden, a rat took flight from the engine bay and took off across Slack’s park never to be seen again! After
dislodging more nest material, it was discovered that there were two pups, which were quite mature, but very
elusive, which couldn’t be retrieved so the decision was made to tag them along as guest members for the day.
Around 9am engines were started and the group moved on to Wollombi Road to head about 12kms to Payne’s
crossing. Just before the bridge we took a left turn and soon, after passing a locked gate, we were moving
down a private road and arrived at Edward Payne’s home (circa 1840). It looks like the flood water reached
and entered the home just by noting the flood debris on the fences on the side of the house.
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The main home is made of solid sandstone but the front porch is made of timber and testament to those who
constructed the porch, it withstood the deluge and remains.

After some photos and reflecting on what life would have been like back in the 1800’s with Edward Payne and
his wife, and eight children living at Payne’s Crossing back then, we jumped back in our vehicles and moved on
leaving behind civilisation. After passing through some more locked gates, we arrived on the Settler’s Road.

Shortly after we went right instead of left at a fork in the road and ended up having to create a detour as the
creek we were driving beside had so much water come through that there was massive erosion of the banks,
so much that we were worried the bank could collapse with the weight of our vehicles.
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Once we got past that we realised we had made a wrong turn as we ended up at someone’s remote cabin
where two lemon trees were full of fruit. So, after a quick U-turn we re-joined the Settler’s track heading West
as the track slowly rose in elevation as we climbed up out of the valley.
Things were going well and we were all starting to relax and enjoy the views when our Trip Leader Ray advised
we had a problem! After jumping out and joining Ray on the track, we both stood there looking at a landslide
of rubble, rocks, trees and a large chunk of sandstone blocking the track. It was around 11am so we hadn’t
travelled too far, but we all wanted to get to the end of the track at Putty Road but how were we going to
overcome this obstacle!

Soon, we had everyone upfront surveying the challenge and plans started to be formed. We could see we
could perform some track building to construct a ramp to drive the 4WD over the large fallen tree but we
could see it was impossible to get past this large sandstone boulder which blocked our path. Shortly after, a
plan was put into place to dig out under the sandstone boulder on the valley side with the hope we could
lengths of timber as leverage to move or roll the boulder onto its side.
Now our day trippers were really now getting to appreciate just how hard it was to live back in the 1800’s and
soon it seemed we had formed our own convict gang with workers track building, digging and working around
the sandstone boulder. A truly authentic experience!

Our plan started to yield results as we got some joy when we realised we could move this very heavy boulder if
we worked as a team and kept digging the underside out. By about 12:30pm, after a lot of sweating and
grunting we managed to roll it on its side and now it was on the edge of the cliff.
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We were tempted to push it a bit more and let it go off the cliff but decided it was of more value left where it
was to help hold the road together (to the great disappoint of the younger travellers amongst us who wanted
to see the boulder head down to the valley floor)
So now it was time to get all vehicles past the bolder and then up and over the tree. Ray went first and was
past the bolder and now attempting to move over the next obstacle which required precise well placement. As
Ray was the first vehicle and we weren’t sure which was the best line to tackle the obstacle and initially opted
to try and saddle some of the larger boulders we had placed on the valley side of the cutting. When Ray tried
this his front driver's wheel slipped off the boulder on the valley side. Everyone yelled “STOP!” and Ray
engaged reverse but his vehicle didn’t want to take the same line backwards, so his whole vehicle was edging
close to the cliff face. Ray won’t know this (until he reads this!) but his front driver wheel was in the air just
hanging. Anyway, Ray engaged reverse and the Prado got traction and moved back safely onto the trail. A
tense moment for all!

For the next attempt we picked a line which meant straddling boulders for both front wheels and after a bit of
slipping and sliding, Ray was up and over the tree and boulder ramps we had built (Hooray!). All the then
vehicles made their way through the obstacle and we were on our way again.

The track then continues to gain height following the ridges and the foliage changes and becomes denser on
each side of the track. Luckily, the foliage was soft and green and wasn’t a problem in terms of creating new
pin stripes on our vehicles but we still had to watch out for hidden harder timber from trees that had fallen
over which could do damage to our vehicles as we passed. We then started to move through many sections of
beautiful wildflowers (like Eggs & Bacon) and they seemed to get thicker the higher we climbed.
Along the way the first three lead vehicles (Ray, Anthony and Steven) had to stop numerous times to clear the
track, occasionally Ray would pull out his electric chainsaw and then we were on our way again.
37

It was sometime after 2pm we arrived at cutting high on a ridge line with great views all round. Mount Yengo
loomed in the South and we could see to the west of the blue hue of mountains far away which we presumed
were the Blue Mountains.
Some of us inspected the sandstone construction performed all those years ago where the skills of the workers
remain on display some 150+ years later. We were all getting hungry now so this was declared our lunch stop
while we refuelled and replenished.
It was now 2:30pm and we still had at least a third of the track to get through until we reached the Putty Road.
All vehicles headed off and the road started to widen out a bit more with foliage beside the track thinning out,
and still more great views!
We were now getting close to the end of the Settler’s track (last 10kms) when we came across another
landslide across the track. After a quick inspection, this one required no convict works as we were all able to
drive up and over with ease. I jumped on the CB and said “well that’s the last of it, we will be at the end with
no further problems now”.
A minute later Ray is on the CB announcing the track is blocked with fallen trees. That morning I threw my
chainsaw into the 4WD after making sure it was full of fuel and chain oil, but I didn’t bring any extra fuel or oil
as I was just expecting to make the odd cut here and then to help clear the track. I knew Ray would have his
electric chainsaw so I thought we would be good.
However, once I got down to Ray’s vehicle and observed the scene before us, we had three quite substantial
trees across the track. Ray’s chainsaw was low on power and he had no more power packs. I only had what
fuel was left in the chainsaw.
It was 4pm now and we were about 5kms from the Putty Road. We had been travelling for 7hrs so far and
turning back would mean at least a 3-4hr trip (as no road building or clearing would be required) and at least
half of that return trip would be in the dark.
Our minds turned to how we can get through this with the limited resources we had at our disposal. The first
tree was dangerously hanging above the track with the root ball end more than 3 metres above us. We might
be able to go under it was our initial thoughts as this was going to be difficult and dangerous to chainsaw. We
decided to walk down the track and assess the other 2 large trees blocking the track. If we could clear these
then we would turn our thoughts back to clearing the initial dangerous one.
We had a go at getting Ray’s Prado under the tree which proved challenging as he had a roof rack. On the first
attempt he couldn’t get under so we called up the convict gang (Jackson & Sergi) who got busy with shovels
lowering the height of where Ray’s wheel tracks would go as he passed under the tree. On the second attempt
we got Ray through, so now it was time to tackle these other trees. Steven then followed easily with his Nissan
Navara as it had no roof racks. It seemed maybe more 4WDs in our group would be able to get under the tree,
but there was no way my vehicle would go under due to its suspension lift and racks, and Chris’s Prado with
the roof top tent wasn’t going to make it. We weren’t keen on unbolting roof racks and roof top tents either!
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Ray and I fired up the chainsaws and got to work. Soon we had made two cuts in the furthest tree which fell to
the ground. With the aid of gravity, we were able to roll it off the track with relative ease. However, the other
tree was more troublesome as we actually needed to send it uphill as we couldn’t use gravity this time as it
was hung up on an unfortunately placed tree. We did one cut on this one and used Ray’s Prado to pull one end
and spin it round so it was out of the way.

Now the focus turned back to one dangerous tree suspended above the trail to remove. Ray’s chainsaw was
now out of juice so all our hopes rested now on my chainsaw not running out of fuel and my ability to cut
something 3 metres above my head (no pressure!).
It was decided we needed to get both Steven’s and Ray’s vehicle back under the tree so we were all together
on the same side of the tree. Steve’s Navara returned with ease under the tree but this proved difficult for Ray
who had turned around. The angle of his approach and where his wheels were tracking meant he couldn’t get
his vehicle in the same position hard up against the cliff wall. We called the convict gang to perform some
more roadworks on the Settler’s Track (yes, these young lads were getting the full 1800’s experience!).
After about 20 minutes we had Ray’s vehicle back under the tree with the rest of us. Now we were ready to do
the cut!
To overcome the height issue, I got Steven to back his ute back down towards the overhanging tree. He
opened his tailgate and I climbed in and assessed the tree from this new angle with the benefit of height. My
immediate concern was how was I going to cut this without the tree pinching my chainsaw (ie. with the weight
of the tree falling into the cut I was making). I started the chainsaw and tried to make quick progress noting
fuel would run out at any moment. I went about cutting a wedge out or a “V” (ie. two cuts from underneath
joining together) and managed to get about two thirds through the tree quite quickly and soon realised the
core of the tree was missing due to terminates so this was a good thing! I completed the “V” and less than a
quarter of the tree remained intact.
The tree was close to coming down now and we weren’t sure what would happen next and which way it would
go. Hopefully it will go straight to the ground but the tree could spin either way and if it came towards the ute
then I would need to jump out of the way. Steven assured me his ute was insured and I said a prayer. I then
started to cut the side of the tree hoping it would crack at any moment and then the tree moved and jammed
the chainsaw in the cut (Damn!). My chainsaw was now stuck in a tree 3 metres above the ground. Still
standing on the back of the ute I jiggled it back and forth. We used tie jacks, shovels, etc in the cut to try and
take pressure off the blade but to no avail. Eventually the chain came off the blade and with a spanner we
removed the powerhead. I had my chainsaw back but the chain was still embedded in the cut above our
heads.
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The last play was to use a snatch strap and tie one end to the tree and the other end to Ray’s towbar. We
figured if the cut was sufficient enough, the tree would snap at the cut with some help from a 2-ton Prado! We
set this up and Ray backed up to the tree and then took off with great speed and the tree snapped just as we
wanted and it spun perfectly to the side of the track. Success! A large cheer was heard from all those observing
from a safe distance. The track was now clear!

We were on our way again and soon reached the Putty Road around 5:30pm and still had to head back East on
the Howes Valley track which we were yet to traverse. As we entered the track, two vehicles coming the other
way passed us so this was a good sign that no further chain sawing or track building would be required.
Around 7pm we reached Finchley Lookout and arrived just in time to watch the sunset over the distant
mountain range. It was around 8pm when we reached Laguna to air up and say our goodbyes!
It was an eventful day and we did get to experience some challenges along the way, which made it fun and
stressful, but a great adventure. As I drove off and headed for home, I reflected on just how hard it would have
been to build the Settler’s road and just how hard it would have been to live back in those days.

Thanks trip leader Ray for taking us along for this excellent experience!
This great trip report was compiled by Anthony Gavin - Thank You!
Some interesting websites on Edward Payne
●

●

●

Edward Payne details https://australianroyalty.net.au/tree/purnellmccord.ged/individual/I62854/Edward-Payne#tabpersonal_facts
45min Interview with Reginald Payne who was born at Payne’s crossing (Grandson of Edward Payne)
https://livinghistories.newcastle.edu.au/nodes/view/55841
Wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Payne-6083
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WE-LEASER MAINTENANCE ROSTER
2023
Once again it is time to organise a roster for the lease for the coming year.
A big thankyou to this year’s members who gave their time and energy to keep the lease in such
good condition for all members to enjoy.
If you can find time sometime during the year to go up to mow and do any maintenance you
can see needs doing. Please notify the lease manager with the month you would like to have
your name put against.
A roster will be made and posted in the magazine with names and month volunteers nominate.
Contact Ken or Von on 43581357 or kenandvon5@bigpond.com

2022 Roster
Month

Name

JANUARY

Mysteire Egan and Sean Du Toit

FEBRUARY

Scott and Lisa Good

MARCH

Mel and Ben Gall

APRIL

Bill and Dianna McConville

MAY

Harvey Lopez and Alma Thompson

JUNE

Jim and Lisa O'Donoghue

JULY

Vickie Doran and Neil Pearson

AUGUST

Anna and Damien Erickson

SEPTEMBER

Lachy and Liz Thomas

OCTOBER

Dave and Alison Wallace

NOVEMBER

Craig and Dee Green

DECEMBER

Paul and Jo Kelly

A HUGE thank you to everyone who put their hand up to help with the
maintenance of the We-Leaser. We are always in need of volunteers to keep
the lease need and tidy for everyone's enjoyment, so if you would like to put
your name down to help out, please contact the Lease Manager Ken
McDonald, to register your interest.
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Fire Extinguishers
Kindly written and shared by Brock Glen

Recently, a new member asked what fire extinguisher (size, rating etc) is recommended that they
carry in their vehicle?
So, let us take a closer at what you should consider when buying a fire extinguisher for your 4WD &
what about all the number and letters like ABE & 2A:30B: E?.
First, the unit should comply with Australia Standard AS2444.
For vehicles, the recommended type of extinguisher is Dry Chemical Powder (DCP), this is signified
by the white band around the body of the extinguisher.

The Australia Standard says that the minimum rating for an extinguisher in a private car is one 1A :5B
(E) Extinguisher.
The letters such as the ABE tells us which class of fire the extinguisher is suited to be used on.
The letter and number code, this tells us the relative rating and fire class, it is expressed in
alphabetical order.

2A:30B:E
Relative rating to a
specific size of Class A
fire.
Fire involving Class A
materials i.e., wood,
paper, timber.

Fire involving Class E
materials i.e., Electrical.

Fire involving Class B
materials i.e., Flammable
liquids (Petrol, Oil, etc).
Relative rating to a
specific size of Class B
fire.

For Class A the ratings go from 1 to 10, for Class B the ratings go from 2 to 80.
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The weight of an extinguisher does not necessarily describe its fire-fighting ability, i.e., different brands of
4.5kg Dry Power extinguishers vary in their ability to put out fires. When comparing prices and value for
money look at the ABE rating, not just the weight.
Vehicle fires often present difficulties in getting to the seat of the fire, therefore extinguishers with a hose
attached are recommended.
For caravans with a single compartment the minimum required is one 1A :5B(E) extinguisher or two 1A :5B
(E) extinguishers for vans with multiple compartments.
A fire blanket is a great addition to your equipment and another compact bit of gear that could potentially
minimise the impact of a fire whilst out on the road or camping. Fire blankets are generally most effective
on a small fire on a stove whilst camping or similar, but they have other applications as discussed in the
chart below.
The principal concept around their use, similar to the DCP, is to starve a small fire of Air/Oxygen. One of
the advantages of the Fire Blanket is that they can be laid over a small fire and you can step away from the
fire.
The other advantage fire blankets have over a small fire extinguisher is that most 1-2 kg extinguishers will
give you under 10 secs of application and depending on what has been alight and how hot the area is, reignition can occur. This is not taking away from the importance of an extinguisher but simply to point out
that a fire blanket could be a handy addition for your vehicle/camper, and they are cheap and compact. You
can also pull it out and practice using it, then fold it back up and put it back in its bag. Always follow instructions that come with the blanket and remember they are not suitable for Class C, D or E fires (see below).
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Make sure to regularly check your extinguisher, included it your POWERA pre-departure
checks.
•
•
•
•

Check the gauge is showing the correct charge
Invert the extinguisher and give it a shake as the powder compacts over time.
Check for signs of physical damage
Have the extinguisher tested or replaced it every 10yrs or as per manufacturer’s recommendations

To use a fire extinguisher, follow the PASS rule - acronym for Pull, Aim, Squeeze, Sweep
•
•
•
•

Pull the pin
Aim the extinguisher at the base of the fire,
Squeeze the handle,
Sweep it back and forth.

If travelling in spinifex country, check the vehicle regularly for
spinifex accumulation. Have water ready & carry a pressurised garden water sprayer and 12mm rod with a hook bent on
one end. One of the first indications of a spinifex fire will likely
be the smell of burning apple or burnt toffee. Stop in the nearest clear area, evacuate the vehicle, and use the water spray
and hook to remove & extinguish the spinifex.

DCP extinguishers range in size from 1-9kg and will generally operate for 7-45sec depending
on how it is applied to a fire.
Fire Extinguishers and Fire Blankets are readily available at major hardware stores and other
major retailers.
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First Aid Kit Basics

With increasing interest in the recent Bush First Aid course run by Sue from Express First Aid, I thought it
would be good to examine what is available, what should a first aid kit contain, and where to purchase a
recommended one.

What’s required?
Carrying a First Aid kit within your vehicle is a must when driving remotely and recommended on all club trips.
But what should your kit contain? Most have a collection of plasters, bandages and other first
aid bits and bobs, but does it contain what is needed for trips out bush?
Below are some of the contents a BASIC first aid kit should contain, but more is recommended for camping and 4WDing, customising your first aid kit depending on the activities you do.
A basic first aid kit checklist might include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

crepe bandages of varying widths
hypoallergenic (skin) tape
triangular bandages
adhesive dressing strips (such as bandaids) in different sizes
gauze swabs
combine dressing pads (10cm x 10cm)
non-stick dressing pads (7.5cm x 10cm)
sterile eye pad
alcohol swabs
stainless steel scissors (sharp/blunt) 12.5cm
disposable gloves
stainless steel pointed splinter forceps (tweezers)
shock (thermal) blanket
safety pins
notepad and permanent marker
sterile saline tubes/sachets
disposable resuscitation face shield
antiseptic skin swabs
stop itch cream
first aid booklet
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How do I customise my kit?
Once you have assembled a basic first aid kit, you can customise it according to its intended use.
For example, if it is:

•

For use at home — add extra items according to the number of people in your home and
their age, such as thick crepe bandages if you have older children who play sport or for use
as a pressure immobilisation bandage

•

For the car or caravan — add a highly reflective (day/night) safety triangle and vest as you
may be near a road and traffic

•

For camping — add heavy crepe bandages, instant cold packs, disposable poncho, plastic
bags, whistle, compass, torch and glow stick, snake and spider bite kit

•

For use on a boat — add a disposable poncho, plastic bags, whistle and glow stick. If you
are boating in waters where marine stingers are present, include vinegar to pour over potential stings

•

For babies — add extra items such as a digital thermometer, basic pain reliever medications (such as paracetamol or ibuprofen) and plastic syringes for accurate dosing

•

For known medical conditions — add extra items, such as medicines and or equipment you
normally use to manage the condition.

Keep all of these items in a bag or container. It doesn’t have to be expensive or designed especially for first aid supplies, but it should be:

•

large enough to contain all of the necessary items

•

identifiable as a first aid kit

•

made of material that protects the contents from dust, moisture and contamination

Please note starting a first aid kit from scratch with all these items will cost a lot more than buying a new complete kit!
First Aid Kits recommended for 4WDing and camping by Sue from Express First Aid is the Modulator First Aid Kit.
Please see flyer for this First Aid Kit attached

This kit is:

•

Compact and versatile

•

Includes 6 injury specific soft case modules

•

Colour-coded for instant identification

•

Packed with all the essentials to treat any common injury

•

Meets and exceeds standard workplace regulations

•

Allows for fast and effective identification and application

•

Meets Australian safety standards (AS2675-1983)

•

Dimensions: N/A

•

ARTG: 142658

•

Designed in: Australia
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Where should I keep my first aid kit?
Keep your first aid kit in a safe, dry and accessible place, and make sure everyone in your
family knows where it is. First aid kits for cars, caravans or boats should be secured so they
don’t become ‘projectiles’.

How do I use the items in my first aid kit?
You must know how to use the items in your first aid kit before you need them.
For example:
•
•
•
•
•
•

dressing pads cover and pack bleeding wounds
non-adherent dressings cover wounds and burns
shock blankets help manage body temperature
crepe bandages provide light support for sprains and strains
heavy crepe bandages immobilise joints and provide support
triangular bandages can be used as a sling to immobilise injured limbs, or as a pad to
control bleeding or protect injuries

disposable resuscitation face shields provide personal protection during mouth to mouth
resuscitation
•

•

sterile saline tubes or sachets are used to flush debris from eyes and clean minor cuts
and grazes

If you are not sure what the items in your first aid kit are used for, you can:
•
•
•

read your first aid booklet
take your first aid kit to a pharmacy and ask the staff for advice
take a first aid course

How do I maintain my first aid kit?
Well-maintained first aid kits are always ready to use. Make sure you:
•
•
•

replace items as soon as possible after they are used
check the kit after each use or if not used, then once every 12 months
check that items are in good working order, have not deteriorated and within their expiry
date. Ensure that sterile items are still sealed.

Where do I get my Modulator First Aid Kit?
For further enquiries or to purchase a Modulator First Aid Kit please contact Jackie at
vicepresident@cc4wdc.or.au or www.expressfirstaid.com.au with a discount, with availability
within the week and cost $150. Snake bite kits $22 or snake bite and spider bite kits $42, that
can be added to your current first aid kits can also be purchased, see flyers for more details.
These are also available online generally at variable costs.
You can also purchase similar First Aid Kits from the Association or NSW & ACT, who list a variety of kits for different situations at reduced prices for members and can be found at 4wdnow.
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We have been invited by the National Parks and Wildlife Service Barrington Tops team
to participate in the following events. Please note there is a 4WD and 2WD event so
there are separate flyers.

2WD event
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We have been invited by the National Parks and Wildlife Service Barrington Tops team
to participate in the following events. Please note there is a 4WD and 2WD event so
there are separate flyers.

4WD event
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CLUB EQUIPMENT
Are you having a get together, party or going on a
trip?
The CC4WD Club has equipment which is available to go on loan to its
Members

Some of this equipment includes:
•

Fold up tables (located at the lease)

•

A gas barbeque

•

Gazebos

Should members wish to borrow this equipment please contact our Club
Quartermaster—Peter Glendinning on 0407 201 120
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Driver Awareness Training
Sessions start at 8am on Sunday and run until approximately 4pm

Stage One for 2022
Awaiting 2023 dates to be finalised

Where:

Cooranbong Community Centre, 614 Freeman’s Drive, Cooranbong.

What to bring:

Food and drink for the day, a pen, a hat, sunscreen, basic recovery gear and a readiness for
learning.

What to expect:
Stage One training is an introductory course to 4WD. The day is split into two parts, initially at the community
centre and involves theory, starting with the basic mechanics and safety knowledge of a 4x4.
Morning tea break allows the trainers to work with each participant and their vehicle, locating and identifying the
necessary safety equipment in their truck.

The next session outlines driving techniques over various terrains and an introduction to club protocols.
After lunch we move into a practical training session allowing you to practice your skills in a safe, supervised area.
This session will cover the essential safety technique of a stall start recovery, followed by practice in picking a line
in ascents, descents and basic rock steps.

Please keep an eye on the members Facebook group for any updates/date changes
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Driver Awareness Training
Session starts at 8am on Saturday, with additional opportunities on Sunday

Stage Two for 2022
19-20 November
Where:

Club Lease ‘We-Leaser’ Dungog

What to bring:

Food and drink for the two days, however, dinner is provided on the Saturday night. A hat,
sunscreen and your vehicle checklist from Stage One training, recovery gear

Recovery Gear: Front and rear recovery points, snatch strap, bridle or tree protector, dampener and rated
shackles. Please note: that a trainer will accompany you during the practice drive and there
must be a seat available in your vehicle.
What to expect:
Stage Two training is a full day of practical exercises completed as a team to expand on the knowledge gained
in Stage One training. We further investigate aspects of vehicle maintenance, practising pre-trip inspections
and completing a tyre change. After morning tea, we revise the stall start recovery and simulate simple snatch
strap recovery techniques. This is where you finally get to use all that wonderful gear you’ve brought along. In
the afternoon, we head out the back gate and put our training into practice. Taking the back tracks through
the State Forests, we complete rutted and rocky tracks and simple water crossings. Prior to dinner, we complete a simple revision assessment as a group.
Upon completion of Stage Two, you will be prepared to undertake the NSW and ACT 4WD Association
Accreditation Certificate, a nationally recognised qualification.
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The Driver training unit is always looking for members to

become trainers
What’s required:
•

Patience and people skills

•

First step is to complete Stage 1 and 2 of the club’s driver awareness training.

•

Next you you’ll need to obtain your “official” Basic training certificate offered by the
NSW 4WD association. You can also go on to do the Advanced Recovery certificate.

•

The club can assist with the cost of these certificates and they are recognised
Australia-wide qualifications.

•

Although there are training sessions most months, you don’t have to attend every
single session.

Talk to Dave Edwards for more information 0418 605 445
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Club members advertising page

Please contact editor@cc4wdc.org.au if you’re a member and would like
to advertise your business in the club magazine —it doesn’t have to be
four wheel drive related. Cost is $80 per year.

Everyone wants to deal with someone they can trust, so if you need a
hairdresser, a plumber, a bookkeeper or any other service, it will be great
to contact a fellow club member for assistance. If you have a logo or a
website we can add that to your listing.
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UHF Radio Channels Australia
Which channels to use & avoid
UHF (Ultra high frequency) radios are a commonplace accessory the vast majority of 4WDers use for general
convoy communication on highways and tracks. It is important to remember that UHF transmissions are not
private communication and anyone within range will hear your conversation so some simple etiquette is important.
The UHF radio is a must have when going on 4WD trips. Below are the list of channels you should and
shouldn’t be using.

Acceptable UHF channels and their usage:
Channels 9, 12-17, 19-21 24-28, 30, 39, 49-60, 64-70, 79 and 80: General chat channels
Channel 10:

4WD Clubs or Convoys and National Parks

Channel 18:

Caravanners and Campers Convoy Channel

Channel 40:

Australia Wide road safety channel used primarily by truckies and oversized load pilot
vehicles

Channel 29:

Road safety channel Pacific Hwy/Mwy (NSW & QLD)

Channels 1-8 and 41-48:

Repeater/Duplex channels (output)

Channels 31-38 and 71-78: Repeater/Duplex channels (input)

Legally restricted channels
Channel 5 and 35:

are for emergency use only

Channel 11:

is the ‘call channel’ - a general meeting channel for when communication has been
lost. Once communication is established you should quickly move to another general
chat channel.

Channel 22 and 23:

to be used for telemetry and telecommand automated communications only.
Packet data and voice transmissions are not permitted

Please note: As at July 2020, the on the spot fine for misusing the emergency channels is $444 OR up to 2
years imprisonment (for an individual) OR up to $333,000 fine for all others. If the misuse interferes with an
emergency call, these penalties increase to up to 5 years imprisonment for an individual OR up to
$1,110,000 fine for all others.
These penalties are set to increase every 3 years from 1 July 2020.
(Ref. Radiocommunications (Citizen Band Radio Stations) Class Licence 2015 (Cth) and the Radio Communications Act 1992 (Cth))
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We-Leaser is for use by Financial Club members and their Family.

Visitors must have a club member with them
Please follow the guidelines set out in the Covid 19 policy on the
following pages, including signing in and out on the forms
provided in the café.

Remember, no pets at the lease, don’t feed any of the
farm animals and please be conscious of turning off
the gas bottles after you use the gas
60
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Guidelines for use of We-leas-er
The Lease Manager for 2022 is Ken McDonald
Contact: 0423 411 830

•

These guidelines have been prepared in conjunction with the property owner and reflect the
club's ethics to ensure that everyone enjoys their time at the property.

•

Everyone is expected to treat the property with care and respect.

•

Club members must accompany any visitors for duration of stay.

•

You must sign in on the forms provided as soon as you arrive. Sign in forms are located in the box
attached to the pole inside the café.

•

Always check current fire restrictions for the area before lighting a fire. Make sure that the fire is
properly extinguished before the last person goes to bed and/or before leaving the property.

•

Please use the established firepit to avoid fire burns all

•

Rubbish must all be taken home with you.

•

We only lease the 30 acres around the camping area. Please do not drive to any other parts of
the property.

•

Motor bikes and any unregistered vehicles are not allowed on the property. We aren’t insured
for these, and our lease doesn’t allow it.

•

Don’t feed the animals on the property.

•

When-ever possible, replace firewood you use with timber from outside the property. Do not collect firewood from the property.

•

The tanks on the property collect rainwater and are not for drinking. They may also be empty if it hasn’t
recently rained, so please always carry your own water.

•

When using the barbecue or the burners, please turn off the gas at the bottle as soon as you finish cooking, otherwise it will leak. If the gas bottles are empty, there are 2 options:
1. Pay to get them refilled and request reimbursement by emailing a copy of your receipt and bank details to the treasurer at treasurer@cc4wdc.org.au
2. Use our account at the garage at the top of the town as you come in (contact the lease manager for
how to use our account if using this option). If using this option, please remember to email a copy of the
invoice provided to you to treasurer@cc4wdc.org.au

•

No domestic animals or pets are allowed

•

Before you leave, please check the following:
Double check the gas is off at the bottle to ensure no leakage
Make sure the café gates are closed so livestock can’t get in and make a mess
Make sure the toilet and shower doors are closed.

62

COVID 19 POLICY
This policy has been developed in response to the recent Covid 19 Pandemic which has had a major impact
on the Central Coast Four Wheel Drive Club activity today and in the future.
The Committee has met and developed the following controls to be applied to all Club Activities. This policy is
to be read, taking into consideration what is “reasonably practicable in the situation”.

We Leaser Guidelines
Do not attend the lease if you or any of your family are unwell – Stay at Home.
Do not attend the lease if you or any of your family have been exposed to Covid 19 in the past 7 days.
All people attending the Lease MUST sign on. The Sign on Sheet is located in the café in the metal box.
Social distancing of 1.5 metres MUST BE maintained at all times including in the café and around the campfire.

Please no sharing food during Happy Hour.
Wash hands regularly with soap and water or hand sanitiser
Bring your own cooking utensils and use Non Stick Baking Paper on the BBQ. Please disinfect BBQ, the sink,
tables and surfaces after use.
You are encouraged to bring your own cooking facilities to help prevent the risk of transmission of Covid 19.
Pit toilets are open. Before and after use please wipe down the toilet seat, door handles etc. Parents/Carers
please accompany your children to the toilet to make sure that the facilities are disinfected.
The Club has supplied Earth Choice – Antibacterial Surface Cleaner which is suitable for use in the pit toilets
for cleaning. Do not put disinfectant wipes in the pit toilet.
Please bring your own grey water friendly Antibacterial Surface Cleaners for use in the pit toilet.

1st June 2020
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COVID 19 POLICY

Club Trips /Training Guidelines
Do not attend the trip if you or any of your family are unwell – Stay at Home.
Do not attend the trip if you or any of your family have been exposed to Covid 19 in the past 7 days.
All people attending the trip MUST sign the Trip Sign On Sheet provided by the Trip Leader.
During the trip if you or any of your family begin to feel unwell, please notify the Trip Leader IMMEDIATELY.
Social distancing of 1.5 metres MUST BE maintained at all times including around the campfire.
Please no sharing food during Happy Hour.
Wash hands regularly with soap and water or hand sanitiser
Camp site set up, ensure that there is a minimum distance of 5 metres away from the next campsite.
Bring your own cooking & toileting facilities to help prevent the risk of transmission of Covid 19.
Please supply your own hand sanitiser, disinfectants and soap.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in keeping the members of our great club
safe.

1st June 2020
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Camper for Sale
$16,000 negotiable
Contact Steven Turdak Ph: 0425 249 879
Mars camper forward fold. Pull out kitchen with 3x gas burners sink with cold water plumbed plus prep area.

Included:
•

Waterproof tent

•

Coil springs & gas shocks

•

Electronic water pump

•

Fridge slide

•

4mm thick Drawbar

•

12v power outlet & wiring

•

Led lighting system

•

Foam mattress & eggshell topper

•

1x100Ah battery

•

750kg Auto lock winch

•

16" Alloy wheels 6 stud

•

Gas struts assist setup

•

Spare wheel

•

2 x jerry can holders

•

2x 4kg gas bottle holders

•

2 tonne ploy block tow hitch

•

4 x Stabilizing legs

•

Swindle jockey wheel

•

Stone guard

•

Midge proof screens

•

Enclosed Annex
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How to purchase club merchandise
You can purchase your club merchandise at general meetings or you can email our
merchandise officer and have your items posted to you.

If purchasing by email:
Make sure you include full details including your size where relevant.
Sean will advise availability and cost.
Contact Sean— 0414 158 412
Email— skdutoit@yahoo.com.au
Make payment to the club account – (purchase price plus $10 postage)
The club bank account details are:
Account name: Central Coast Four Wheel Drive Club Incorporated
BSB: 082 620
Account: 622378649
See the full list of merchandise on the following page.
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Club Merchandise For Sale
Club clothing is a great way to promote our club and show your support for responsible
4WDriving and the clothing is good value.
Contact: Sean Du Toit – email—skdutoit@yahoo.com.au
Jacket (polar fleece with emblem)

$40.00

Green sleeveless vest (polar fleece with emblem)

$35.00

Club Shirt (with Embroidered Club Logo)

$30.00

Long Sleeve Bisley Shirt (with Embroidered Club Logo)

$45.00

Optional Extra (with first Name only)

POA

Wet Weather light-weight Jacket (with Embroidered Club Logo)

POA

Extra name plate badges (new style)

$10.00

Baseball Caps (with Embroidered Club Logo)

$15.00

Floppy Hats (like Cricket hats with Embroidered Club Logo)

$18.00

Beanies (with Embroidered Club Logo)

$15.00

Scarves (with Embroidered Club Logo)

$18.00

Stubby Holders (with Logo)

$5.00

Club Stickers

$5.00

CC4WD Club Windscreen Stickers

Large

$20.00

CC4WD Club Windscreen Stickers

Medium

$12.00

CC4WD Club Windscreen Stickers

Short

$8.00

Our windscreen stickers are made by one of our club members, Chris Newbold and donated to
the club. Thank you Chris!
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Links to Handy Websites
National Parks NSW
Forestry Corporation NSW (State Forests)
Live Traffic NSW
Rural Fire Service NSW
Bureau of Meteorology (BOM)

Without a Hitch - Advice on CB Radio Channels

Handy Phone apps
Wikicamps
a great app with photos and details of campsites contributed by campers
BOM—Bureau of Meterology
Government weather app
Memory Maps
Shows off road tracks and allows you to create a track log that you can follow
Hema Maps
Shows off road tracks and allows you to create a track log that you can follow
Fires Near Me NSW
(there are equivalents in other states if you are venturing further afield)
Google Maps
Shows you where you are while on designated roads and can also show you traffic conditions but will not be reliable once you are in the bush
NSW Incident Alerts
(there are equivalents in other states)
Fuel Map

Guide to fuel locations
Live Traffic NSW
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OUR CLUB WEBSITE
Click here to visit our club website www.cc4wdc.org.au
The website is a great resource with information about our club as well as club magazines, up
coming trips, past trips, FAQ’s and important and relevant club documentation.
There is also a members only area on the website. Please contact one of our committee members for the password. In this section, you can access a link to Club 4 x 4—our Club’s preferred
insurance provider where you will receive a discount on your insurance.

If you have anything you would like to contribute please email publicity@cc4wdc.org.au
.

CLUB FACEBOOK PAGE
Our Club Facebook page now has close to 1000 followers and is a great place to view recent
club trips, videos, photos, tips, information about state forests and national parks. Just search
on Facebook for Central Coast 4wd club and “Like” our page.

CLUB FACEBOOK MEMBERS GROUP
This is a closed Facebook group that is only open to current financial members of our club. It is
a great place to post your trip photos, have a general chat and discuss all things four wheel
driving!.
To join, search for CC4WDC members group on Facebook and click the blue button "Join
Group"
Your request to join will then be submitted for approval by one of the Admin team who will
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